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Decryption FOIA 


"| believe the Agency's image has suffered unnecessary damage 
and the public has been misled because of FOIA requirements to 
release bits and pieces of information." 


Sources 

* "Amendments to the Freedom of Information Act," National 
Security Archive 

e JPat Brown. 2018. “CIA employees called for “abolishing FOIA” 
as one of Agency's goals for 1984" Muckrock. 

The Family Jewels 

* Thomas Blanton, ed. 2007 "The CIA's Family Jewels." National 
Security Archive. 


Iran-Contra 


In 1979, the US began a trade embargo against Iran. In 1981, The 
US used the CIA to support the Contras', a militia rebelling against 
the socialist Sandinista government. The Contras biggest source of 
money was the cocaine trade. In 1984, Congress passed the 
Boland amendment, prohibiting the use of government funds for the 
Contras. 

President Ronald Reagan and Vice President George HW Bush, 
with the support of CIA director William Case, directed Robert 
McFarlane and John Poindexter to sell $30 million worth of 
missiles to Iran, through Israel. LTC Oliver North funneled $18 
million of this money to the Contras, with the assistance of 4 CIA 
officers. 


Everybody got pardoned by President George HW Bush 


Sources 

* Malcolm Byrne, et al 2006. “The Iran-Contra Affair 20 Years on.” 
National Security Archive 

e "Portraits in Oversight: The Iran-Contra Affair" The Levin Center. 


History 


The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) was created in 1947, a 
successor to the Office of Strategic Service (OSS) that had 
operated during World War ll. The CIA was tasked with 
inteligence gathering and covert actions to promote the 
American agenda globally. 


Under longtime director Allen Dulles, this agenda refined into 
fighting Communism (or perceived Communism) on the world 
stage. This has taken the form of supporting right wing 
dictators, funding and training right wing death squads, and 
supporting and orchestrating coups against the leaders of other 
sovereign nations. 


It's important to note, the CIA isn't a law enforcement agency, 
they're an espionage organization. They have no legal basis 
other than what is given to them by the United States, and they 
have no meaningful oversight. They operate across the globe 
and their budget grows every year. 


The existence of the CIA has become so normalized that it's 
often hard to take a step back and look at the CIA for what it 
really is: An arm of the United States government unilaterally 
enacting policy through extrajudicial killings across the world. 


Throughout this activity book you will find all sorts of puzzles and 
brain teasers that will teach you all about the CIA in roughly 
chronological order. The answers and sources for further reading can 
be found in the back, and remember, some of the puzzles are tricks, 
because the game is, of course, rigged. 


Did you know? 
The CIA's budget is classified, but thanks to Edward Snowden's 
leaks the 2013 budget was revealed to be $14.7 billion. 
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Coups 


Arbenz- Guatemala- Heart attack- military dictatorship 

* Jason Clingerman. 2012. “The CIA in Guatemala.” National 
Archives Blog 

* Jacobo Arbenz, Spartacus Educational 

Lumumba- Republic of the Congo- Executed- Mobutu 

* Martin Kettle. 2000. "President 'ordered murder' of Congo 
leader" The Guardian 

* Tim Weiner. 2008. Legacy of Ashes. Anchor Books. 

Jagan- British Guiana- Re-elected- Constitution suspended 

e John Prados and Arturo Jimenez-Bacardi. 2020. "CIA Covert 
Operations: The 1964 Overthrow of Cheddi Jagan in British 
Guiana" National Security Archive 

Sukarno- Indonesia- House arrest until his death- Suharto 

* Vincent Bevins. 2020. The Jakarta Method. 

Abd al-Karim Qasim- Iraq- Series of coups 

* Patrick Cockburn. 2002. “Regime Change: How the CIA put 
Saddam's Party in Power, 1963" 

Goulart- Brazil- Assassinated- 21 years of dictatorship 

* Peter Kornbluh. 2004. “Brazil marks 40" Anniversary of Military 
Coup Declassified Document Shed Light on US Role” 

Mossadegh- Iran- house arrest- The Shah 

* Stephen Kinzer. 2003. All the Shah’s Men 

Allende- Chile- suicide - Pinochet 

* Peter Kornbluh and Savannah Bock. 2020. “Allende and Chile 
‘Bring Him Down.” National Security Archive. 

Nkrumah- Ghana- junta- honorary co-president of Guinea 


e Seymour Hirsh. 1978. “C.I.A. Said to Have Aided Plotters Who 
Overthrew Nkrumah in Ghana” New York Times 

° “Today in history: The CIA masterminded 1966 coup to 

overthrow Nkrumah” The Ghana Report. 


Operation AJAX 


In 1953, the CIA overthrew Mohammad Mosaddegh, the 
democratically elected Prime Minister of Iran. Mosaddegh wanted to 
nationalize Iranian oil, but the British and American governments 
(and the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, today BP) wanted that oil for 
themselves. The coup restored power to the Shah, who was friendly 
to the US and foreign oil interests. 


Can you help CIA agent Kermit Roosevelt escape the 
streets of Tehran and get to his waiting airplane while 
avoiding the crowds he paid to protest in the streets? 
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Killing Castro 


1. Planting a conch shell with an explosive at his favorite diving site 
so when he picked it up it would explode. 


2. Giving him a handkerchief with deadly bacteria on it 

3. Convincing one of his mistresses to kill him 

4. Slipping him a poisoned cigar 

5. Blowing up his podium when he gave a speech 

6. Poisoning his milkshake 

Castro died in 2016, outliving 8 CIA directors and 6 Presidents who 

tried to kill him. 

More on the plots 

* Fabian Escalante. 2006. Executive Action: 634 Ways to Kill Fidel 
Castro. Ocean Press. 

How the CIA justified it 


° "Intelligence- Report on CIA Assassination Plots" in the Richard B 
Cheney files 


Operation Mockingbird Crossword 


The CIA denies the existence of Mockingbird to this day 


1. Associated Press 7. American Broadcasting 
2. National Broadcasting Company 
Company 8. Newsweek 
3. Reuters 9. Hearst Newspapers 
4. Scripps 10. New York Times 
5. Saturday Evening Post 11. Miami Herald 


6. Mutual Broadcasting System 


Sources 
* Carl Bernstein. 1977. “The CIA and the Media" Rolling Stone 
* The Black Vault. Operation Mockingbird 


Spot the Difference 


Guatemalan President Jacobo Arbenz had plans to redistribute land 
to Indigenous peasants. This threatened United Fruit Company’s 
banana-based business model, so they lobbied the US government 
to overthrow Arbenz. One of these CIA operations was rejected and 
the other was implemented. 


Can you spot the differences that made the second one justifiable? 


Operation PBFortune 


Land reforms enacted by the Arbenz administration threaten 
the holdings of the United Fruit Company. The CIA will train 
and fund exiled Guatemalan army officer Carlos Castillo 
Armas, who will launch a coup from his hideout in Nicaragua 
and instate himself as dictator in 1952. 


Status: Authorized by President Truman in 1952 
Aborted by the State Department once they found out 


Operation PBSuccess 


Land reforms enacted by the Arbenz administration threaten 
the holdings of the United Fruit Company. The CIA will train 
and fund exiled Guatemalan army officer Carlos Castillo 
Armas, who will launch a coup from his hideout in Honduras 
and instate himself as dictator in 1954. 


Status: Authorized by President Eisenhower in 1953 
Arbenz deposed in 1954 


Did you know? 
The United Fruit Company still exists, in 1984 it became Chiquita. 
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Operation Acoustic Kitty 


As it turns out, cats make bad spies 


Sources 


° Alexis Madrigal, 2013. 


Would-Be Cat Spy” The Atlantic 
* Kat Eschner. 2017. “The CIA Experimented On Animals in the 
1960s Too. Just Ask 'Acoustic Kitty" Smithsonian Magazine 


Reassemble the Shredded Document 


A STUDY OF ASSASSINATION 
JUSTIFICATION 


Murder is not morally justifiable. Self-défense may be argued if 
the victim has knowledge which may destroy the resistance 
organization if divulged. Assassination of persons responsible 
for atrocities or reprisals may be regarded as just punishment. 
Killing a political leader whose burgeoning career is a clear and 
present danger to the cause of freedom may be held necessary. 


But assassination can seldombe employed with a clear 
conscience. Persons who are morally squeamish should not 
attempt it. 


TECHNIQUES 


The essential point of assassination is the death of the subject. 
A human being may be killed in many ways but sureness is 
often overlooked by those who may be emotionally unstrung by 
the seriousness of this act they intend to commit. The specific 
technique employed will depend upon a large number of 
variables, but should be constant in one point: Death must be 
absolutely certain. The attempt on Hitler's life failed because 
the conspiracy did not give this matter proper attention. 


Techniques may be considered as follows: 
L Manual. 


It is possible to kill a man with the bare ‘hands, but; very few are 
skillful enough to do it well. Even a highly trained Judo expert 
will hesitate to risk killing by hand unless he has absolutely no 
alternative. However, the simplest local tools are often much 
the most efficient means of assassination. A hammer, axe, 
wrench, screw driver, fire poker, kitchen knife, lamp stand, or 
anything hard, heavy and handy will sufice. 


8. Accidents. 


For secret assassination, either simple cr chase, the contrived 
accident is the most effective technique. When successfully 
executed, it causes little excitement anc. is only casually 
investigated. 


The most efficient accident, in simple assassination, is a fall of 
75 feet or more onto a hard surface. Elevator shafts, stair 

wells, unscreened windows and bridges will serve. Bridge falls 
into water are not reliable. 


(1) Enters room quickly but quietly 
(2) Stands in doorway 


“Operation Acoustic Kitty: The CIA's 


(2) Opens fire on first subject to 
react. Swings across group toward 
center of mass. Times burst tc 
empty magazine at end of swing. 
(1) Covers group to prevent 
individual dangerous reactions, if 
necessary, fires individual bursts of 
3 rounds. 


(2) Finishes burst. Commands "Shift." 


Drops back thru [sic] door. Replaces 
empty magazine. Covers corridor. 
(1) On comrnand "shift", opens fire on 


opposite side of target, swings one burst 


across group. 


(2) Leaves room. Commands "GO". Covers 


rear with nearly full magazine. 


(1) On command "GO", leads withdrawal, 


covering front with full magazine. 


For more about the CIA's record keeping 
* Tim Weiner. 1997 “CIA Destroyed Files on 1953 Iran Coup” New 


York Times 


(1) Finishes burst. Commands "shift". 


Drops back thru [sic] door. Re»laces 
magazine. Covers corridor. 

(2) On command, "shift", re-enters 
room. Covers group: kills surv.vors 
with two- round bursts. Leaves 
propaganda. 


* Ryan Reilly. 2011 “The CIA Saves Power By Shredding And 
Burning Classified Document. Talking Points Memo 


Operation Acoustic Kitty 


In the 1960s, the CIA spent $20 million (the equivalent of more 
than $175 million today) on Operation Acoustic Kitty. CIA scientists 
surgically embedded a wireless transmitter and microphone into 
the body of a cat and planned to use the cat to listen in on covert 
operations. 


The project was discontinued in 1967 when the CIA decided that it 
“would not be practical.” 


SECRET CONVERSATION 
ANTENNA ñ 
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Operation Paperclip 


They're all Nazis. 
This photo of the Von Braun rocket team was taken in 1959. 


For more of his speech 

* Marco Margaritoff 2020 "Inside Operation Paperclip" 
AllThatsInteresting 

* Annie Jacobsen, 2016, Operation Paperclip, the secret military 
program that brought Nazi scientists to America. Little, Brown 


Operation Ajax 


Kermit Roosevelt was 


TREE ele 
also the grandson of de ) dp Io 
Teddy Roosevelt. T eee; —— n3 
| = A = =... = E e = 


For more 

e Malcolm Byrne “CIA kei | 
Confirms Role in ort 
1953 Iran Coup” 
National Security 
Archive 

* Bethany Allen- 
Ebrahimian. 2017 E 
“64 Years Later, CIA 
Finally Releases 
Details of Iranian 
Coup" Foreign 
Policy 
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“Enhanced Interrogation” 


In 2002, the Bush administration granted the CIA's request to 
use torture to extract information from captives. “Enhanced 
interrogation” revealed no actual intelligence, and no US 
government official has been held accountable for these human 
rights abuses. 

Can you fill in the blanks to unlock what the techniques all have 
in common? 


ATTEN_ION GRASP 
FACIAL H_LD 
COLD TEMPE_ATURE 
WA_ERBOARDING 
DIETARY MANIP_LATION 
WALL S_ANDING 
SL_EP DEPRIVATION 
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MKUltra 


In 1973, the public learned of MKUltra, ongoing CIA experiments 
on brainwashing and mind control that had been tested on 
American citizens without their knowledge or consent. Most 
MKUltra files were destroyed in 1973 by CIA Director Richard 
Helms, but several thousand were misfiled and later declassified. 


Can you reveal the hidden message to see what the CIA learned 
from 20 years of study (that violated the Nuremburg codes)? 
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The CIA around the world Killing Castro 


The CIA really gets around! Can you label the countries whose 
leaders the CIA has overthrown? The CIA famously tried to kill Cuban leader Fidel Castro more than 
600 times. Can you decode their methods? 
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Decryption 


The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) gives a person the right to 
request federal agency records. Agencies can still redact information 
on requested record. Below is a declassified memo that longtime CIA 
director of public affairs Herbert Hetu sent to the CIA legislative 
councilor George Cary. Can you decrypt it? 


2 13-1-3-2-1-24-1 6-18-1 8-11-1-15-19-22-17 
2-4-8-11-1  18-8-17 17-23-14-14-1-5-1-21 
23-15-15-1-19-1-17-17-85-22 21-8-4-8-11-1 8-15-21 
6-18-1 10-23-13-3-2-19  18-8-17 13-1-1-15 
4-2-17-3-1-21 13-1-19-8-23-17-1 7-14  14-7-2-8 
5-1-16-23-2-5-1-4-1-15-6-17 6-7  5-1-3-1-8-17-1 
13-2-6-17 8-15-21 


10-2-1-19-1-17 . 7-14 


2-15-14-7-5-4-8-6-2-7-15 


A-8 F=14 K=12 P=10 U=23 
B=13 G=11 L=3 Q=16 V=24 
C=19 H=18 M=4 R=5 W=25 
D=21 I=2 N=15 S=17 Y=22 
E=1 J=9 O=7 T=6 Z=20 


H 


1 


EISE 


WISS 


= 
P> 


ELT TETTE EET Tg T ss BREE 


= 
SSS EERE SSE 


—r 
pəllun 
= mao TERES 


=  Ieool aqua | | 
~ 0) səədnı LOZ Ls Si d 
uoliu L — 
Ka SOUIDDEA 
= pue 
= SƏ|DƏƏN 
ep jeolbins 
S< 
H 


E. 


E | 


xoqenueu L 
eM eg 
— 
edoosoulels 


nh 
E 


:MeJp 0] 3e8J0J 1 uod 
&S9}E1S PSU eui oj edeose sjeipjos BuowH asou) djeu vi ey} UE 


éJ0}00p e se jusbe vi siu) esinDsip noÁ noA ueg “JEM Əy} UI SN SU) UUM Ju9uleA[oAul 

Maut JO} epiooueB pue jueujeoejdsip eoueuedxe 0} Soup 1194} pue 

iBuiAa 401 YIO eui SJeipjos Buouup JO spuesnou jo Suds} əy} peuopueqe yio 24} 'pepue 

euJe|q LUES noÁ jnq 'pexJo^ Ajjenjoe eAeu jou Aew Buueujeb vN Jem əy} JOU JEM WeUISI/ 34} 0) Mexne ue se soe? ui sjsiunuJuJoo 
Əul 'uepe; uig euiesQ Jo sinoqeaJauM əy} uo eoueBi[ojur 194726 jsureBe yfi} o) sÁoq pue ueui BuouiH jo spuesnou Buiuue 
o} uiej6oud uoneuiooeA g suneden e pəBe)s VID eui ‘LLOZ Ul pue Dugem 'BuninjoeJ ueBeq v|2 eu ‘SOG 3481 Əy} u! BuruuiBeg 


uope7 uig 404 JUN ou] JEM 19429S oul 


Disappearing Dissidents 


Operation Condor was a campaign of state terror and political 
violence that formally began in 1975 and ran until 1989, with the 
CIA funding and training the death squads of military dictators in 
South America. 


Estimates are that more than 50,000 were killed, 30,000 were 
disappeared, and 400,000 were imprisoned. Involved from the 
beginning was US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger. 


Can you untangle which of these countries coordinated with 
Kissinger as a part of Operation Condor? 


Did you know? 
Tom Lehrer once said “Political satire became obsolete when 
Henry Kissinger was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.” 


Operation Cyclone: Spot the Difference 


From 1979 until the fall of the Soviet Union, the CIA supplied 
training and billions of dollars in weapons to Afghan Mujahideen to 
fight the Soviets in Afghanistan. Some of these Mujahideen later 
became the Taliban. Take a look at the two pictures below. 


Left: 

Jalaluddin Haqqani, an anti-Soviet warrior and prized CIA asset, 
described as “goodness personified” and “a freedom fighter” by 
US officials 


Right: 

Jalaluddin Haqqani, a terrorist warlord, Taliban ally, and close 
associate of Osama Bin Laden, responsible for kidnappings, 
beheadings, an ethnic cleansing against the Tajik populations, 
credited with introducing suicide bombings into Afghanistan. 


Can you spot the differences between the two? 
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